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gest that there is no "discovery" possible, even in a limited sense, when
these procedures are used. On second
thought, there is one exception: the
students can "discover" which words
to memorize for the test.
If one agrees that the above procedures inhibit "discovery," then it
follows that a "discovery" or "inquiry" approach is nonexistent in this
country today. What one does find is
a large number of verbal advocates of
"discovery" who are using highly traditional techniques in the classroom.
The student, as is so often the case,
is caught in the bewildering middle :
on one hand his teacher will give him
equipment and shout "Discover!" and
then this same teacher will plan-discuss-summarize-test for "You didn't
'discover' my answers." Is it really so
surprising that many teachers decide
that the approach doesn't "work"?
The students fall for the "discovery"
line only once. They quickly learn that
what they do in science class is of little consequence; what they had better
do to survive is to find out what
words to memorize.
In like manner, arguments against
a "discovery" approach must be examined closely. One often finds that
the critic has never observed the approach, even in a limited sense. For
those who have observed the approach it is not uncommon to find
their criticisms based upon student
performance on a recall test!
The plea here is for honesty. If
teachers are going to say, "I use the
discovery approach," then they should
create a classroom situation that
truly allows a student to discover
some knowledge for himself. Lip-serv-

ice to the words, but traditional classroom procedures allows only a false
sense of "discovery."

Study of Science Facilities
The National Science Teachers Association is embarking on a nationwide study of facilities for the teaching of science at the secondary school
level. The study will cover in-school
facilities-laboratories, classrooms, and
special-purpose rooms, such as greenhouses and planetariums-and facilities outside the school, such as outdoor education centers that are used
for science programs. The final report
will include a variety of school situations and will serve as a guide to
school systems and architects in building or remodeling facilities for science
programs so that they will b etter fit
both the modern science programs
and the new learning techniques and
materials.
The study is being funded by the
National Science Foundation, Dr. Joseph D . Novak, professor and chairman, Division of Science Education at
Cornell University, is the project director. He will be assisted by a task
force of persons who will do the field
work and by consultants from architectural, business, and educational
groups.
The National Science Teachers Association, the nation's largest group of
educators concerned with all areas of
science teaching, is an affiliate of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science and an associated organization of the National Education Association.
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